
 
Glossary of Terms and Acronyms 

 
Area Sources: Sources, either facilities or activities whose individual emissions do not 
qualify them as point sources.  
 
AQI:  Air Quality Index  Used to inform the public about the potential health impacts of 
ambient air quality at a particular time and location. 
 
CAA:  Clean Air Act.  Federal Laws enacted to improve the air quality or prevent its 
deterioration so that it is not a danger to public health and welfare.  42 United States 
Code §§7401 et seq.   
 
EI: Emissions Inventory   A detailed listing of pollutants emitted from specific sources in 
a defined area.   EIs can include point sources, area sources and mobile sources. 
 
EPA:  Environmental Protection Agency  Executive Branch agency responsible for 
implementation and enforcement of the CAA and other environmental statutes. 
 
FIP:  Federal Implementation Plan  Federal rules in the Code of Federal Regulations 
that are established to manage air quality on one or more reservations. 
 
HAP:  Hazardous Air Pollutant  An air pollutant (other than the six criteria pollutants) 
that is regulated through control measures applicable to the sources through Maximum 
Available Control Technology (MACT) standards, rather than ambient standards. 
 
Major Sources:  Generally point sources that have the potential to emit over a certain 
number of tons of specified pollution per year and are regulated under Title 5.  Often 
called a Title V source. 
 
Mobile Sources:  On-road and off-road vehicles, including trucks, cars, buses, 
motorcycles, airplanes, trains, farm and construction equipment, marine engines, and 
lawn mowers 
 
NAAQS:  National Ambient Air Quality Standards  Standards or maximum levels set for 
the six criteria pollutants (PM, ozone, NOx, Sox, lead, and CO) in the ambient air as 
measure of whether an area is in “attainment” or “non-attainment” for air quality 
purposes.   

NO2:   Nitrogen Oxide 
SO2: Sulfur Oxide 
Pb: Lead 
O3: Ozone 
CO: Carbon Monoxide 
PM10:   Particular matter less than 10 microns in size 
PM2.5:  Particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in size 

 



NESHAP: National Emissions Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants  National 
standards applicable to point and area sources of hazardous air pollutants.   
 
NSPS:  New Source Performance Standards  EPA standards that apply to new point 
sources of air pollution. 
 
NSR:  New Source Review  EPA rules that govern the construction and modification of 
stationary sources. 
 
NTAA:  National Tribal Air Association  An organization for tribes to develop and 
participate on air policy issues in a similar manner as the State and Territorial Air 
Pollution Program Administrators/Association of Local Air Pollution Control Officials 
(STAPPA/ALAPCO). 
 
Point Sources:  Large, stationary sources of emissions that release pollutants in 
quantities above an emission threshold. 
 
PSD:  Prevention of significant deterioration  A standard that prevents sources of 
pollution from causing a significant deterioration in the air quality in areas that meet the 
NAAQS. 
 
RPO:  Regional Planning Organization  Organizations of federal, state, local, and tribal 
air quality managers who work on air policy issues for a particular region.  Examples are 
the Western Regional Air Partnership (WRAP) and CENRAP (Central Regional Air 
Partnership). 
 
SIP:   State Implementation Plan  State rules that have been approved by EPA and made 
part of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
 
TAR:  Tribal Authority Rule   This 1998 rule establishes a flexible approach to tribal air 
quality management, a Amodular@ approach, allowing tribal governments to implement 
those provisions of the Clean Air Act that will address most effectively the air quality 
concerns of their individual reservations.  Includes TAS (see below) requirements. 
 
TAS:  Treatment in the Same Manner as a State Also known as an “Eligibility 
Determination” for a tribe to exercise a authority under a particular CAA section, this 
process and approval requires that the tribe demonstrate that it: (1) is federally 
recognized; (2) has a governing body carrying out substantial governmental duties and 
powers; and (3) is capable of implementing the program consistent with the CAA and 
applicable regulations. The tribe must also identify the exterior boundaries of the 
reservation and, for non-reservation areas, must demonstrate the basis for jurisdiction. 
 
TIP:  Tribal Implementation Plan   Tribal rules to manage air quality on a reservation 
that have been approved by EPA, entered into the Code of Federal Regulations and 
become federally enforceable.   
 
VOC:  Volatile Organic Compounds 


